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INTRODUCTION 
I want to draw attention of the readers to the statement 
made by Gurnam Singh Mukatsar in his article on page 
39 of Sikh Virsa of September 2002. He has stated, “ I 
have noted hundreds of Sabds from the Guru Granth 
Sahib (AGGS) written by Guru Nanak, Guru Amardas, 
Guru Ramdas and Guru Arjan Dev. In these Sabds the 
Gurus have made it very clear again and again that the 
untouchable Bhagat, Namdev, Bhagat Kabir, Bhagat 
Ravidas and Bhagat Sain were their spiritual leaders, 
and true Gurus in the image of Almighty. (mYN sYNkVy auh 
Sbd gurU grMQ swihb ivcoN not kIqy hn, jo gurU nwnk swihb, 
gurU Amrdws jI, gurU rwmdws jI, Aqy gurU Arjn swihb ny 
ilKy hn, ijhnwN ivc vwr-vwr sp`st iliKAw igAw hY ik 
ACUq Bgq nwmdyv, Bgq kbIr, Bgq rivdws Aqy Bgq sYx 
auhnwN dy rihbr hn, s`q purK siqgurU hn[ ieh g`l auhnwN 
ny nW lY lY ky khI hY[).  
This is a clear-cut activity of a Sikh Bipran for under-
mining Guru Nanak and other Sikh Gurus.  
 
REFUTATION 
As far as I know, there is no support in the Aad Guru 
Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1] for what he has stated. It is 
his imagination or misunderstanding of Sabds, which 
has led him to make this statement. If there were Sabds 
like ones he says, surely scholars like W H McLeod and 
others would have pointed them out. Gurnam Singh 
should have quoted the Sabd to support his above asser-
tion.    
 
Here, I want to emphasize that Nanakian philosophy 
is much more in scope than the thoughts of Bhagats. 
 
Coming back to the issues of who was Guru Nanak’s 
Guru and who was the founder of Sikhism? It is ex-
plained many times very clearly in the AGGS that Guru 
Nanak’s Guru was Sabd / God and Guru Nanak was the 
founder of Sikhism. For Guru Nanak, God is knowledge 
and the source of all knowledge. God made Itself mani-
fest through Its creation. His creation is the laboratory 
for gathering knowledge and testing it. Guru Nanak at-
tributed all his knowledge, understanding and experi-
ence to God. What he was saying and doing was at the 
command of God is clearly stated in the following 
verses:  

hau FwFI vykwru kwrY lwieAw]                                                   
rwiq idhY kY vwr Durhu PurmwieAw1] 
FwFI scY mihl Ksim bulwieAw] 
scI isPiq swlwh kpVw pwieAw]  
AGGS, M 1, p 150 [1]. 
I was an unemployed minstrel (dhadi),  
God gave me an occupation; 
Ordered1 me to sing Its praises day and night. 
God called me to Its abode of Truth and  
Honored me with a robe of honor  
To propagate Its true glory. 
 
Furthermore, when the Jogis asked Guru Nanak about 
his Guru, he explained it as follows:  
qyrw kvxu gurU ijs kw qU cylw]  
sbdu gurU suriq Duin cylw]— 

AGGS, M 1, p 942. 
“ Who is your Guru or whose are disciple you?”  
He replied:  
The Sabd (Divine Revelation, Divine Knowledge) is my 
Guru and my mind which is focused on the Sabd and 
comprehends it is the disciple.  
Here he has made it abundantly clear that Guru is the 
Sabd (Divine Knowledge), not the personal Guru. 
 
The God is the Guru has been explicitly pointed out in 
the following verses: 
guru dyvw guru AlK AByvw iqRBvx soJI guru kI syvw]  
AGGS, M 1, p 1125. 
Guru is God, the Enlightener, the Ineffable and Un-
reachable.  
Comprehension of the nature of the universe is the ser-
vice to God. 
 
sqguru inrMjnu soie] mwnuK kw kir rUpu n jwnu] 

AGGS, M 5, p 895. 
The true Guru is Niranjan (beyond the influence of 
Maya).  
Do not believe that God is in the form of a man.  
 
Guru Nanak is the founder of Sikh philosophy (isDWq) is 
confirmed in the following verses:  
iqn kau ikAw aupdysIAY ijn guru nwnk dyau] 
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AGGS, M 2, p 150. 
What teachings can be imparted to those who have been 
taught by Guru Nanak? 
 
hoirNE gMg vhweIAY duinAweI AwKY ik ikEnu] 
nwnk eIsir jgnwiQ auchdI vYx ivirikEinu] 
AGGS, Sattay Doom, p 967. 
The people of the world say that Nanak, the Controller  
(Nath) of the world has promulgated a philosophy of 
highest order that has changed the course of Ganges*. 
(* That means that Guru Nanak’s philosophy has chal-
lenged many religious beliefs; and social, political and 
economic systems of his time.) 
 
bilE crwgu AMDwHr mih siB kil auDrI iek nwm Drm] 
pRgtu sgl hir Bvn mih jnu nwnku guru pwrbRhm] 
AGGS, M 5, p 1387. 
Nanak person, the Guru, an image of the Almighty, has 
appeared in the world as light in darkness to dispel igno-
rance of the whole world with Divine Wisdom. 
 
sBu qy vfw siqgurU nwnku ijin kl rwKI myrI] 
AGGS, M 5, p 750. 
Satguru Nanak is the greatest of all, who protected my 
honor. 
 
The nine successors of Guru Nanak preached and taught 
his philosophy by enriching and strengthening it by intro-
ducing innovative practices in the Sikh community over a 
period of two centuries. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
From time to time people have alleged ignorantly or with 
some ulterior motive that Bhagats like Kabir were the 
preceptors of Sikh Gurus without providing any evidence. 
Recently, Gurnam Singh asserted that there are hundreds 
of references in AGGS, which say that Kabir, Namdev, 
Ravidas and Sain Das were the Gurus of Sikh Gurus. But 
he didn't quote even a single reference to back up his as-
sertion. To my knowledge there is not a single verse in 
AGGS, which supports his claim. On the contrary, Guru 
Nanak has made it abundantly clear in his composition at 
many places that his Guru is God, the Sabd (Knowledge). 
His successors and the Bhatts have stated unequivocally 
that Nanak was the greatest Guru and founder of Sikhism. 
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