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INTRODUCTION

Sikh history reports that Guru Nanak
used to write his hymns in a pothi
(book or pustaka), kept in great care
by him. During his travels (udasis),
whenever he visited a holy place, he
used to collect the hymns of his
contemporary religious heads or
devotees as well as their predecessors.
Thereafter, selecting such hymns, as
were in coherence with his mission, he
used to write these in his pothi, along
with his own hymns. This fact is
confirmed by Bhai Gurdas in his
ballads (vaars). Describing Guru
Nanak's visit to Mecca, Bhai Gurdas
writes [1]:

nAr Ife fa3re &fe g gfar HAwT
ot |

He held staff in his hand, pressed a
book under his armpit, caught hold of
a metal pot and mattress.

The book (pothi) that was carried by
Guru Nanak, as mentioned by Bhai
Gurdas, must be the book containing
these hymns (bani). In conversation
with gazis at Mecca, a qazi asks
yefs <% fags § fde <5 fx
HABHBEL |

They asked Baba Nanak to open and
search in his book whether Hindu is
great or the Muslman (Muslim).
Meaning thereby that consulting your
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book, tell us that
according to your
religious belief if a
Hindu is great or a
Muslim? Obviously,

This article traces the historical information
about the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS)
right from the writing of bani by Guru Nanak;
and collection of bani of other Gurus and of
Bhagats to compile it into a granth and
declaring it “Pothi Parmeshar ka Thaan” by
Guru Arjan. Finally, to the stage when this
“Pothi” was declared the “Guru of the Sikhs”
by Guru Gobind Singh.

the book being

referred to, was the book (pothi)
containing the religious hymns
(bani).

A few days before his death, Guru
Nanak handed over guru-ship to
Guru Angad. At the occasion, he
handed over this pothi to him [2, p
3].

A Ugt gorfe arg wiare war fhsh |
The Pothi was handed over to Guru
Angad.

Finally, this pothi, came to Guru
Arjan which contained not only the
hymns of his four predecessor gurus
but that of other devotees (bhagats)
as well. Guru Arjan, in addition to
his own writing he also collected the
hymns written by his contemporary
distinguished religious or holy
persons. Thereafter, all these hymns
of Sikh Gurus and Bhagats were
compiled into a granth, now called
the Aad Guru Granth Sahib
(AGGS). Some writers say that he
himself added the bani of Bhatts
also in the AGGS. According to

Nanakshahi calendar, the
compilation of the Granth was
completed by Guru Arjan on 16th
August 1604. This pothi (Granth)
was enshrined in Darbar Sahib on
1st September 1604. This is called as
first installation (Pehla Parkash) of
the pothi. This pothi has been
referred to by Guru Arjan in his
hymns as "Pothi Parmesar ka
Than".

UH! YgHAT & 8% || AT Hfar arefa
JT difde YIs goH famrms I
(AGGS, M 5, p 1226.) Note*

This Holy Book is the home of the
Transcendent God. Whoever sings
the Glorious

Praises of the God of the Universe in
the Saadh Sangat, the Company of
the Holy, has

the perfect knowledge of God.

At present this pothi is preserved by
the Sodhi family of Kartarpur, near
Jalandhar. So it is known as the
Kartar Puri Bir. The second bir
(volume) of pothi is known as
Damdami Bir. Guru Gobind Singh
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compiled this bir and included the
hymns of Guru Teg Bahadur in it.
Bhai Mani Singh was the scribe for
this bir.

On 20th October, 1708, one day
before his death at Nader, Guru
Gobind Singh declared Damdami Bir
as his successor and commanded the
Sikhs to revere this granth (pothi) as
Guru. It is pertinent to add here that
the principle of "Gurbani as Guru" or
"Sabd is Guru" is accepted by the
Sikhs since the time of Guru Nanak.
Guru Gobind Singh only ordered that
after his death no

person should be adored as Sikh Guru
rather it should be taken as “Sabd is
Guru".

Several historical references are
available bestowing of Guru-ship to
pothi (granth) by the tenth Sikh Guru.
For instance, bhatt vahi (record book)
written by Narbud Singh. At that
time, he was present at Nanded, with
Guru Gobind Singh [2, p 190].

Another reference is Rehatnama of
Bhai Nand Lal. At that time, Bhai
Nand Lal was also present at Naded,
in the army camp of Mughal Emperor
Bahadur Shah [3, p 54].

Bhai Nand Lal asks Guru Gobind
Singh:

3H F I JI9e< il TIAG AfT HI
mife |BHE IHTT ©9A aJT JIg HfT
What you have stated, Oh My Gurdev,
‘come to seek my vision'. Please
enable

me to understand, how we can pursue
this.

Guru Gobind Singh ji said:
Sts gU I Ho & Aeg ae! fos &fe
Ifs9dIE, AT, JI9FEe, IJ9 3fT

Listen O’ Nand, there are three forms
of mine, And these, you must
understand, are the

Formless, Attributive and the Guru’s
Sabd, the Celestial Word.

# fAY 99 ©ons ot oo 1e9rs &9
Jg  nrfa |

The Sikh desirous of the Guru’s
Darshan, Should go and have the
Darshan of Granth
Heugedas | feRA 3T 5
J9d 1S |l

Recognize the Granth Jee as my

embodiment, and concede to no
other perception.

Giani Gian Singh's couplet (dohra)
[4, p 353], which is recited at the end
of Sikh prayer (Ardas) in all the
gurdwaras, the world over, is as
under:

nifamr 3t wias o, 38 I%W UF |
A3 fids & gaH 3, a9 HaIG dfg
13g dE I HBIG, Yare J9t &t B9 |
# Y3 d fHues 99, 47 A A 3¢ |
Under orders of the Immortal Being,
the Panth was created. All Sikhs are
enjoined to

accept the Granth as their Guru.
Consider the Guru Granth as an
embodiment of the

Gurus. Those who want to meet God,
can find Him in its hymns.

In the above couplet, it is explained
that if someone wants to seek the
Timeless Being (God), or he wants
to know his form, then he should
search for Him in gurbani - Sabd
Guru.

Ut UGHAT & 875 I

AT Hfar arefa g difse ygs gaH
fama 1

This Holy Book is the home of the
Transcendent God God.

Whoever sings the Glorious Praises
of the God of the Universe in the
Saadh Sangat, the Company of the

Holy, has the perfect knowledge of
God.

First of all, let us try to understand
the God, whose dwelling place is
"pothi", as proclaimed by Guru
Arjan. In the hymns of the AGGS as

a prologue to "Jap" bani, the God has
been described as as follows:

‘@8 Rf3 & a93T udy faast
fog<g »ia® HIf3 nigst 7Y a9
yAfe’ |

One Universal Creator God. The
Name Is Truth. Creative Being
Personified. No Fear.

No Hatred. Image of the Undying,
Beyond Birth, Self-Existent. By Guru's
Grace.

This phrase is a Commencing Verse
(but commonly known as Mool
Mantar or invocation -
(anglacharan). Articulating the
attributes of God, Guru Sahib reports
Him as a Timeless Being

implying thereby that He is formless.
It is beyond human capability to
describe God's attributes

=T i3 fag JaT & A<t 3fe & A
uge |

(AGGS, M 5, p 578)

(His) attributes are beyond
description and numerous. None can
describe these.

It is a prevalent view that the
identification of a person, an object or
a power can be done from its
attributes. But the problem is that the
power has no form. How can we
recognise its characteristics? Guru
Sahib enunciates this enigma as:
gfeardt geaf3 = e |

39T vz & A BT 1| IIQ |

(AGGS, M 1, p 469.)

I am a sacrifice to Your almighty
creative power which is pervading
everywhere.

Your limits cannot be known.
[I1IPausell

Oh! all pervading and all permeating
God (Timeless Being), Oh! all
immanent and

transcendent God, I am a sacrifice to
Your almighty creative power.

Guru Nanak makes it obvious that he
1s talking of the God who is a creator
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of the whole Universe. The God is
immanent in all creation.

gedf3 afg & =fmr Afe 1| (AGGS,

M4, p 83)
He created the Creative Power of the
Universe, within which He dwells.

It is obvious from the above
discussion, that the infinite God (God)
dwells in the Nature. But we are
habitual of identifying an object, a
person or a power by its attributes.
How to recognise this "Timeless
Being" called as God. The next verse
of the gurbani hymns, helps us to sort
out this problem. Let us see which
source does Guru Nanak suggest us to
recognise the attributes of the God.
yg a3 goHfs & uefa |

(AGGS, M 1, p1028)

God is endless; following the Guru's
Teachings, some find Him.

Guru Nanak proclaims in his hymns,
the method to know God (Timeless
Being) and His attributes. He
emphasises that if someone wants to
be aware of God or wants to know
about His immanence in nature, then
he/she must contemplate on Guru's
teachings (gurmat). By understanding
the essence of gurbani, one must
visualize God in His creation. Guru
Nanak also cautions us that it is not an
easy task. Thereby only a very few
people are able to do so.

Describing the attributes of immanent
and transcendent God, Guru Nanak
calls Him a creator or Truth. This
Truth has been described as Timeless
Being (Akal Purkh), Supreme Soul
(Paramatma) and God (Parmesar).
Guru Nanak proclaims that this God
or Timeless Being was True (in
existence) in the primal beginning. He
was True throughout the ages. He is
True here and now and He will
remain True forever.

This eternal Truth is defined in
Commencing Verse of the AGGS.

declares that I am a sacrifice to the
Almighty creative power, which is
pervading everywhere. Sikh Gurus
perceived this Truth in its numerous
manifested and un-manifested forms.
They described His countless
attributes in the AGGS, M 5, p 250.
fadarg meg vify fagds AGA®

X Il

2afg BX TUH 56F T M I

He Himself is formless, and also
formed; the One God is without
attributes, and also with attributes.
Describe the One God as One, and
Only One; O Nanak, He is the One,
and the many.

Despite His countless characteristics
and numerous forms, He is One and
formless. He is creator as well as
destroyer. He is the preserver of all
creation and perceives it Himself. He
pervades and permeates in animate
beings and inanimate things. He is
immanent in plants, trees, birds,
animals and humans:

wufg e aafenT niufg 96

AT 1

56X B Jfe Ifanm gAT I &

Jar 1

He Himself acts, and causes others
to act; He Himself can do
everything. O Nanak, the One God is
pervading everywhere, there has
never been any other, and there
never.

In the 37th stanza (pauri) of 'Jap'
bani, it is articulated that God dwells
in the Realm of Truth (Sach Khand):
A9 Hfs <R fadag I

afg afg 2 sefs foas |

(AGGS, Jap #37,p 8)

In the realm of Truth, the Formless
God abides. Having created the
creation, He watches over it. By His
Glance of Grace, He bestows
happiness.

Analysing this verse in the light of

conclusion, otherwise we will be in a
bad situation. As God is immanent in
Nature, so it is pertinent for us to
know that whether Realm of Truth is
outside God's creation or is it the
"Creation" itself. Gurbani sheds light
on this mystery as follows. The
essence of the formless God is all
pervading in his creation e.g. the
whole Universes. Based on his
research, Guru Nanak perceives and
experiences this formless God in all
things and beings:

uAz 8A3 wie wfe Sftr |

(AGGS, M 1, p 838.)

Searching, searching, I have seen
Him in each and every heart.

All this visible and invisible creation
is Realm of Truth. As Creator's
creation is True so it

is the Realm of Truth:

AY 39 43 AT 39 gOKs |

A9 39 & A9 W9 ||

(AGGS, M 1, p 643.)

True are Your worlds, True are Your
Solar Systems.

True are Your realms, True is Your
creation.

Keeping in view the discussion about
God and His attributes, now the
question arises that from where we
have obtained this information/
knowledge. This knowledge has been
obtained from gurbani, from the
wisdom of sabd Guru and by
contemplation on Guru's teaching.
Sikh Gurus have addressed these
hymns (bani) by several different
names Viz. dhur ki bani (hymns from
the primal God), satgur ki bani
(hymns of True Guru), Brahm Gian
(knowledge of God), sach ki bani
(hymns of Truth) etc. In my opinion,
the gist of all this is that these hymns
(gurbani) contain knowledge about
the attributes of God or Truth about
the Timeless being (God):

Visualizing Him in the marvelous ° 3t T
beauty of r%ature o N gurbani, we might arrive at the right E} nify FeT 34t et g ey
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wEgr J

You Yourself are True, and True is the
Word of Your Bani. You Yourself are
invisible and unknowable.

A9 ot ISt &' »ie A9 ASfEAt AY
ot 3 Il

AGGS, M 3, p 1057.

Nanak speaks the Word of Truth; he
proclaims the Truth at this, the right
time.

Now the question arises that how the

the dwelling place of God, then it
will not be inappropriate. In gurbani,
the whole creation or nature, is also
stated as the temple or home of God:
uBz uEt ugst niaE W Heg Ife
gatll

fefe <33 mox »fy 55 &g fomr

Air, water, earth and sky - the God
has made these His home and
temple. He Himself is

pervading everywhere, O Nanak.
Tell me: what can be counted as
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Sikh Gurus, devotees and holy false? 28
persons obtained the hymns (from the
primal God) and the knowledge about  Proclaiming that this creation is
the ultimate reality? God's dwelling place, Guru Ram Das
emphasises that this is a fact and that
These hymns contain the knowledge there is no possibility of untruth in it.
about the ultimate reality (Truth),
which was obtained by the Sikh CONCLUSIONS
Gurus, devotees and holy persons In conclusion one can say that pothi
through their intuitive vision and is the dwelling place of God (Jgt
spiritual enlightenment. When Guru's UGHAT & B'5), because, firstly, the
consciousness or spirit merges itself 7 N i
. . . sacred hymns (gurbani) is enshrined
in the God's consciousness or .. .
in it. Secondly, by contemplation on
essence, then whatever Gurus )

. . sabd Guru (gurbani) one can
perceived and experienced that they . .
expressed in their hymns. perceive the essence of God in all

beings and things and within oneself
. . 11:
This knowledge about the attributes of as we A
God is the Truth or bani (sacred a9 & G ud Sl
hymns): AGGS, M 1, p 839Through the
H3% ot gfs At Andt o Word of the Guru's sabd, the
B 5%t 3 TufT »indt 1 Mansion of th.e God's Presence i's
revealed within the home of one's
AGGS, M 5, p 894. own heart.
Listen to the true story of the Saints.
They speak only of what they see with ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
their eyes. The English translation of the article
. . . (original in Gurmukhi script) is
Thls state Qf mergence in or union provided by Dr. Devinder
gllth GOd’flcs} expr)essed in gurbani Pal Singh, Director, Center for
ymns of fyurus) as- Understanding Sikhism, 4-215 M. V.
afe o afg afg o'6d dafe Blvd., Mississauga, ON,
fea 1 L5A 1Y7, Canada, email:
The God's humble servant becomes drdpsn@gmail.com
the God, Har, Har; O Nanak, the God
and His servant are one and the same. =~ NOTES* : AGGS stands for Aad
Guru Granth Sahib, published by the
We obtain the knowledge or truth SGPC, Amritsar; M stands for
about the attributes of God from the Mabhla — Succession number to the
pothi. Keeping this House of Nanak; P stands for page
fact in our view, if we say that porhi is  of the AGGS.
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