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INTRODUCTION

The Societal living environment in 18th century was no
different than the existing standards presently as far as
equality, indifference, discrimination, bigotry, prejudice,
hatred and even neglect. The Indic people were not given
equal opportunity to acquire relevant skills, competencies, and
qualifications to compete. in their daily life. Thus inequality
was rather ensuring that despite substantive differences in
intellectual knowledge and skills, everyone will not end with
the same outcome. Interestingly the policies, philosophies and
actions adapted and promoted by zealots of all religious
persuasions searching solace in spirituality further complicated
the subtle understandings of ordinary Indians. Guru Gobind
Singh highlighted fundamentals of the Sikhi for equality in
humanity realizing the plight of suppressed Indian people
facing discrimination, forceful conversion to Islam by
persuasion and persecution that promoted inequality in every
aspect of their lives. He vehemently emphasized the Nanakian
philosophy for equality among all Hindu and Islamic religious
philosophies of spiritual leaders. The paper will look into
geopolitical conditions impacting Indic people, and societal
changes subsequent to perpetuity of emphasized Sikhi
fundamentals of equality and respect for human as an
individual that was initiated by Guru Nanak and perfectly
projected by Guru Gobind Singh.

GEOPOLITICAL ENVIRONMENTS IN 18TH CENTURY INDIA

Rajas and princes of variable estates ruled Indian civilization
prior to Islamic invasions, despite the fact of casteism dividing
the society. They were maintaining education standards
progressing in mathematics, medicine, literature, natural
science and philosophy scholarships to trade within the
communities and even at international levels. In his memoirs
referring to transfer of Indian knowledge to middle east, Nehru
[3] wrote, “In subjects, like medicine and mathematics, they
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learned much from India. Indian scholars and mathematicians
came in large numbers to Baghdad. Many Arab students went to
Takshashila in North India, which was still a great university,
specializing in medicine.”

Casteism in India governed by the Brahmans, though favored the
priestly classes, had created very fragmented society; where
people of different castes had not much of interrelationship and
communal understanding of equality among the communities and
kingdoms as well. Every kingdom had its own defense army of
kashatryas caste that will not sit together or share their foods
during ordinary life and even more so during wars. Such divisional
fragmentation of Indic society due to casteism finally became the
cause of falling prey to the Islamic invaders and others (Britain
and Portugal).

Inequality, diversity, and discrimination among Indian cultures
became the benefitting tools for the invaders. High caste
Brahman kept education restricted to their caste only while
assigning defense to the second caste of Kashatryas, Agriculture
and trade to the third caste and menial chores to the fourth class.
The third and fourth caste group of people were untouchable
meaning the upper two castes were not supposed to touch them
or be touched by them.

The inequality, discrimination, diversity, and indifference
prevalent in ancient India, despite the modern advances in
understanding humanitarian relationships; unfortunately, is still
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existing among the Indian cultures.

SIKHI FUNDAMENTALS AND
PHILOSOPHY

The Sikhi fundamentals of Equality,
Similarity, Indiscrimination, and love
were promoted and promulgated by the
initiator primal Guru, Guru Nanak in 15th
century. He was well educated, travelled
all over India and abroad to understand
the humanity in its complex inhumane
culture. In his early age, he mastered the
prevailing academic natural science and
religious Indic literature. Advanced his
knowledge of foreign cultures and Islam
through literatures available in the
libraries of Islamic rulers and personal
communications with religious leaders of
all religions (religions of the Indic origin
and Semitic religions).

Guru Nanak narrated and wrote his
thoughts about the ‘Truth’ of nature and
natural phenomena ministering every
aspect of universe/s and human life on
earth. He promoted and promulgated the
responsibility of an individual to him/her
self and to the community at large.
Commenting on the discriminative
aspects of casteism where Brahmin class
considered itself as the superior and
greater than anybody else, he wrote;

TIS TS & FIA A IR T3 I3 |

varna varan na bhavni je kisai vada
karesi.

One class of people does not like the
other, when one claims itself made great.

T3 IfF e A I 3 2 |

Greatness is only in the Great Hands of
the Creator; given to those with whom
ONE is pleased.
AGGS. M1, p.53

2 gy ©93 AT S |

Eko hukam vartai sabh lo=T.
The Command of the One Lord prevails
throughout all the worlds.

899 3 A8 6uf3 I |9|

Ekas te sabh opat ho-l. | |7] |
From the One, all have arisen. | |7] |

II B ¥R 8 7E |

Rah dovai khasam eko jan.
There are two routes, but remember
that their Lord and Master is only One.

39 & AEfe gaH UE'E [t

Gur kai sabad hukam pachhan. | |8] |
Through the Word of the Guru's
Shabad, recognize the Hukam of the
Lord's Command. | |8] |

IS gU IS HS HT |

Sagal rGp varan man mabhi.
He is contained in all forms, colors and
minds.

I 6 8 ;ST | | Y|

Kaho Nanak eko salaht. [ [9]|5] |
Says Nanak, praise the One Lord.
1911511

AGGS (1), M1, p.223

5 fed'd Ha" Ty 2T |

Jhath vikar maha dukh deh.
Falsehood and corruption cause terrible
suffering.

3y TI& TiAfg A 83

Bhekh varan diséh sabh kheh.
All the religious robes and social classes
look just like dust.

7 6ur A e 7fE |

Jo upjai so avai ja-e.

Whoever is born, continues to come
and go.

Sad WHEG & IrE [¥]11]

Nanak asthir nam rajace. | |4||11] |

O Nanak, only the Naam and the Lord's
Command are eternal and everlasting.
[14]111]]

AGGS. M1, p. 352

&THST HIS™ 1 Wd 3

Dhanasri méhla 1 ghar 3
Dhanaasaree, First Mehl, Third House:

16 Af3IT yAfe |

Ikeoa’nkar satgur parsad.

One Universal Creator God. By The Grace
Of The True Guru:

TS &I A &N S A3 I T |

Kal naht jog nahi nahit sat ka dhab.
No, no, this is not the time, when people
know the way to Yoga and Truth.

FGAC A4l SfgAe I8 g3 few A9
A

Thansat jag bharisat hoce dibta iv jag.
[121]]

The holy places of worship in the world
are polluted, and so the world is
drowning. | |1]]

IS Hig IH &H A d |

Kal méh ram nam sar.
In this Dark Age of Kali Yuga, the Lord's
Name is the most sublime.

it 3 el a9 usEfag a9 I8
HAG ||1]] ITC |

Akhi ta mitéh nak pakréh thagan kaco
sansar. | |1]|]| raha-o.

Some people try to deceive the world by
closing their eyes and holding their
nostrils closed. | [1] |Pause] |

wWie ASt &g uFFfa 73 315 8 |

Ant seti nak pakréh sijhete tin loa.

They close off their nostrils with their
fingers, and claim to see the three
worlds.

HIG Ue S8 & Y 87 UeH widW |2

Magar pachhai kachh na sdjhai ehu
padam alora. | |2]]

But they cannot even see what is behind
them. What a strange lotus pose this is!

[12]]
HIMW 3 TIH 23 1B I It |

Khatari=a ta dharam chhodiza malechh
bhakhi=a gah.

The K'shatriyas have abandoned their
religion, and have adopted a foreign
language.

ffe A3 fed =96 J& gan o I1f3
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It |3]

Sarisat sabh ik varan ho=T dharam ki gat
raht. | |3]]

The whole world has been reduced to the
same social status; the state of
righteousness and Dharma has been lost.

11311

WHS A'H HAfd ydre Aufg a3fg g€
gy |

Asat saj saj puran sodhéh karahi bed
abhi=3as.

They analyze eight chapters of (Panini's)
grammar and the Puraanas. They study
the Vedas,

fas &1 Ifg  Hafs &t s &ad
< [¥|1]g|T|

Bin nam har ke mukat naht kahai Nanak
das. |4 [1][6][8]]

but without the Lord's Name, no one is
liberated; so says Nanak, the Lord's slave.
[14]11]16]|8]]

AGGS*. M1, p.663

Supplementing philosophy (Bani) for
equality in humanity initiated by Guru
Nanak is further promoted by the fifth
Nanak, Guru Arjan when he wrote:

8¢ 939 fAfHf3 Afs 7R3 feqa ufawr
Haf3 & I |
Bed kateb simrit sabh sasat inh parica
mukat na hosi.

One may read all the books of the Vedas,
the Bible, the Simritees and the

Shaastras, but they will not bring
liberation.

¥ wHg A ISHE 70 37 o foars
AE |3

Ek akhar jo gurmukh japai tis ki nirmal
so=l. | |3] |
One who, as Gurmukh, chants the One

Word, acquires a spotlessly pure
reputation. | |3] |
H3 JIHE HE < QuUTH 9g 9% d8

HST |

KhatrT barahman std vais updes chahu

varna karo sajha.

The four castes - the Kshatriyas,
Brahmins, Soodras and Vaisyas - are
equal in respect to the teachings.

Il a1 7 €u9 B afs Hig wfe
Wfe sTad HS™ | ¥|3]|40|

Gurmukh nam japai udhrai so kal méh
ghat ghat Nanak majha. | |4]|3]|50] |
One who, as Gurmukh, chants the
Naam, the Name of the Lord, is saved.
In this Dark Age of Kali Yuga, O Nanak,
God is permeating the hearts of each
and every being. | |4||3]|50] |

AGGS'. M1, p. 747

It is obvious from the foregoing
guotations of the Gurbani that
promulgation of BEquality in humanity
was initiated and promoted by the
primal Guru Nanak and supplemented
by succeeding Sikh Guru Sahiban. They
realized the plight of Indian people
condemned to lower castes and lower
economic status of all castes and
religions; and promulgated following
approaches to bring sense of stability in
human values:

Diversity

Similarity

Neutrality

Blquality

Gobind Rai, at the young age of 9,
subsequent to the sacrificial beheading
of his father Guru Teg Bahadur; had
Guruship bestowed upon him  The
Indian people were fragmented in the
extreme aspect at the time into social,

economic, casteism, and religious
diversity. The ruling Islamic King
Aurangzeb had started forceful
conversion of Indians (particularly

Brahmins and Kashatryas) into Islam.
Guru Teg Bahadur to emphasize
Oneness of the God and humanity in all
religious persuasions upon the ruling
Kingdom, offered his head for sparing
Hindu religion from forceful conversions
to Islam.

Guru Gobind Singh realized various
religious persuasions befooling
populace to attain spiritual ecstasies

and peace of mind. He described the
divisive patterns and various philosophies
of religiosity. Guru Gobind Singh captures
all four human values in his poetry
discussed hereafter as follows:

By Thy Grace. Kabitt [2].

ag 3feG Wshr Afenmit 3§ Hatt 3fe
38 goHudt A At nigHEE |
Someone becomes a clean-shaven monk
(Ramanandi Monk), or a Sanyasi (the
renouncer); others happen to be yogis
and some are assessed to have been
Brahmcharis or celibates.

fdg 39 a8 gert fenH AEt HioH &t
A3 A8 & ufgesd |l

Some are Hindus and others are Muslims.
Someone is lliifazi (ashiah=renouncer-
follower of Ali) and another an Imam-
Shafi (Sunni=adherent of the Prophet)
but Ye recognize all human race as one.

393" I9H AEt IHE IIH 6Tt gAS & 3T
3t 3B IH H&F |l

Karta=the Creator (of the Hindus) and
Karim=the Beneficent (of the Muslims) is
the same God; He is the Provider of the
Livelihood and the Bestower of the
Boons. Let none make the error of
making distinction between His different
names.

e It ot AT AZ It & g9e< EF B It
AQU A8 E& A3 768 Il Uiyl

They all serve (worship) the One Lord
who is the only Binlightener of all. All
have been created in His image; ye
consider that His is the only light diffused
in everyone.(15)(85)

SIT A3 AEY A vt feer & voR AR
I U nidx & IIHE T Il

The Temple and the Mosque are the
same; there is no difference between
them. Neither is there any dissimilarity
between the Hindu worship and the
Muslim namaz=prayer. The whole human
race is the self-same but due to illusion,
they appear different.

foud SAs A 3R A Y8 T I
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The demigods, the demons, yakshas (the
heavenly dancers), gandharvas (celestial
singers), the Muslims and the Hindus all
appear dissimilar as they adopt
customary dresses of their own
countries.

3 35 TQ a6 Td T A TS UK TE
WSA % g & 38 T I

All human beings have the same eyes,
the same ears, the same body and the
same build. All creation is a blend of the
earth, the air, the fire and the water.

iR 8 »a1 3 g de vt 83 fonms
fanrg gfe & 2fg wiar A fusfadr i
As from a big fire, millions of sparks of

fire arise, they get scattered and again
they merge in the same fire.

fiH 8 09 3 1 U9 Y93 J U9 & dgar
39 gg It mrfadt i

As from a heap that consists of myriads
of dust particles, those dust bits disperse
and arise above and then As from a heap
that consists of myriads of dust particles,
those dust bits disperse and arise above
and then those dust particles merge in
the same dust.

AR 8 3e 3 3Jddc Quas T us &
3991 A8 Us Tt Farfadt |l

As from a river millions of waves of water
are produced and these watery waves
merge with water and will still be called
as water.

37 fam gu 3 nigs 33 yae ofe 3 3
Sus AE 37t B mfadr 1 oIl

As both the animate (sentient beings)
and inanimate (non-sentient objects) are
manifested from the Universal Lord. They
arise from Him and shall merge again in
their primal source.

Dasam Granth Guru Gobind Singh [2].

The diversified five sects listed in the
poem referred earlier as the clean shaven
heads (mundyaa—orthodox Jainism), the
renouncers (Sanyassi—Gorakhnath),
Yogis of Buddhistic philosophy, Bachelors
for life (Brahmchari), and the Celibates,
together can be grouped under

Hinduism. Even though these sects are
diverse but still hold similarity in the
basic principles-One God and scattered
into separate sects. Interestingly,
neither they meditate, eat, or sit
together, nor they unite in any religious
or non religious ventures. They all have
individual representations of the
demigods belonging to their sect and
worship it for obtaining boons in daily
life.

Grouping sects of various religious
philosophies, Guru Gobind Singh listed
them as: Hinduism and Islam—Sunni
and Shia. (fdg 39 3@ Tt ferm
Aeh).

Guru Gobind Singh Ji in compliance with
the Nanakian Philosophy of One God
and One humanity, promoted
“Similarity and Equality” in the diverse
human race that evolved from the Apes

(H®R ot 73 A8 & ufggy ).

CONCLUSIONS:

Guru Gobind Singh, the last Guru in
Sikhi religion having knowledge of the
fundamentals of unity in diversity and
similarity among the human race
initiated by the primal Guru Nanak;
confirmed the principles in practice by
creating Sikhi brotherhood called
Khalsa. He understood the complexities
reflecting the real world of religious
overstatements or understatements in
keeping populations believing in
diversity and inequality. However, he
promulgated the concept of equality,
similarity, unity in diversity and
neutrality in the humanity. He
promoted faith in One God and One
humanity.
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