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INTRODUCTION

Eons ago the people, following the replacement of
hunting and gathering by domestication, agriculture,
and the raising of animals, a major change occurred in
religious beliefs as well. The people started believing
powerful natural resources as various gods and
goddesses helping survival, procreation, and other
natural phenomena as attributes of God. Now the
whole world believes (and some do not) in the
anthropomorphic or non-anthropomorphic Supreme
Eternal Entity. The religious people believing in
anthropomorphic gods and goddesses feel consoled by
having personal Idol-gods and goddesses according to
their religious perceptions. The believers in the
nonanthropomorphic supreme Eternal Entity having no
physical forms and features consider God indescribable,
fathomless, non-judgmental, Just, not visible, and
infused in the incarnation. The primal Sikh Guru, Guru
Nanak believed in the truth fusing anthropomorphic
and nonanthropomorphic of the EE and he wrote:

wife! Hg? garfe® Ag? 3* S 7o a'ed IAY S AR |
Ad sach jugad sach. Hai bhi sach Nanak hosi bhi sach.
/11/]

Primal® Ti ruthz, Truth’ from Eons’, Truth’ in’ Present;,

verily Nanak® Truth’ shalf Prevail forever.
AGGS, M1 p. 1. (Trans/ation by author)

The holy scripture Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS)™ is
basically an enquiry into the “Truth” regarding every
aspect of life, religious beliefs, and praxis. It was written
by Guru Nanak and supplemented by subsequent Sikh

ABSTRACT

Every living human on the Earth believes in some
superpower administering diverse control over
universal creation and addressing It by names
according to ethical and geographic locations.
Every religion has its own Holy Scripture
(philosophy) and attributes of God, although it
admits that there is only ONE GOD for everybody.
The primal Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak, initiated the
concept ofthe Eternal Entity based upon the
TRUTH. The whole holy Scripture, Aad Guru
Granth Sahib (AGGS), written by Guru Nanak and
succeeding Sikh Gurus, along with holy Sages
and saints of similar ideology, is based upon the
Truth. An attempt is made in this paper to
elaborate existence of the Eternal Entity,
Its attributes, and its role in the creation of the
Universe.

Gurus, Sages, and Saints having similar beliefs. In this
paper, | have attempted to answer some of the most
popular questions regarding the Eternal Entity (God):

Is there any Eternal Entity?

What is the Naam of the Eternal Entity in AGGS?
What role the Eternal Entity plays in the Creation?
Is the Eternal Entity Universal?

What are the attributes of the Eternal Entity?

e PR

Before endeavoring into questions let us review the
dominant persisting religions in India. Dominant in India
(15™ century) was the Hindu religion until Islamic invaders
(600-1707CE) started with looting, plundering, killing, and
finally establishing Islam. The British East India Company
was established in the 16™ century, bringing Christianity to
India. There were and are numerous pagan idols (33
million) worshiped in India. For example, rats, monkeys,
snakes, and ants to elephants, Cow being the most
worshipped. In addition, people worship trees and graves
also. Some of the local population was converted into
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Islam by persuasion and fear of persecution.

Guru Nanak (1469-1539CE) came and evolved a whole
new concept of believing in the Eternal Entity based upon
the Truth. Guru Nanak was educated and experienced in
all religious traditions, ethics, cultures, and various
religious and non-religious literature. Guru Nanak
traveled for 28 years in four odysseys in all directions in
India and abroad but could not find the Truth in various
religious and philosophical praxis. He observed some
people believing in diverse forms of human-created
Pagan gods and goddesses. He found most of the
religious praxis were presumptuous for the selfish gains
of the religious mentors which, unfortunately, are on a
commercial scale at the present. In contrast, there are
some people who believe in an ineffable, unknowable,
and unfathomable Spirit as Eternal Entity. Now let us
take the questions.

1. Isthere any Eternal Entity?

Apparently, every believer in God is supplicating to some
personal god, goddess, or Supreme authority in one form
or the other for thanking their blessings or asking for
Boone of their wishes. The Supreme Entity, depending
upon the belief, is either transcending
nonanthropomorphic  (Nirankaar- or Nirgunn) or
anthropomorphic eminent and visible (Saakaar-Surgunn).
Most of the people believing in pagan Idols while holding
the essence of God in mind think God is physically visible
through their Idols but, higher up, judgmental punisher
for wrongs in life and the afterlife.

However, Guru Nanak realized and promulgated diffusion
of dichotomous reflections (Nirgunn and Surgunn) of the
Eternal Entity as One and the Same. For the existence of
Eternal Entity, | would refer to Guru Arjan when he
wrote.

J' 32 J I ILETS® || WD wigrfe® G wurd ||

Hai ta hai td hovanhar. Agam agadh dch apar.

O’ yes, Yo are’, Yo are’, and You promising shall
ever’ be,

O’ inaccessible’,  Unfathomable’, Supremes, and
Infinité’ Entity.

M5, AGGS, p. 724 (translation by author)

In the earlier quotation, Guru Arjan affirms the existence
of an ever-present Eternal Entity with attributes such as
inaccessibility, Unfathomability, supremacy, and infinity.
The fundamental belief in the Sikhi (Sikh Religion) is not

merely as blind faith but as a concept as a real entity.
Compared to the pagan gods and goddesses, none of
the Sikh Gurus and other authors of the AGGS ever
claim to be God or demigods. God is unfathomable,
unknowable, indefinable, yet perceivable and
realizable through the virtuous attributes to anyone
willing to spend time comprehending the reality
through the Gurbani. For the believers in Gurbani, the
Eternal Entity is transcendent and immanent as well.
The Reality in Immanence is the entire Creation of the
Universe; wonderfully, the Eternal Entity is infused in
every atom of the Universe. Thus eliminating the
confusion between non- anthropomorphic

(f69915) and anthropomorphic (HIJIG) perceptions

created by the religious clergy. Guru Arjan Dev Ji in
Sukhmani Bani wrote:

feges  wir FAIgs® 8 &P I
a5 Orig’ fafs® AIE A4t ||

Nirgun ap sargun bhi ohi. Kala dhar jin sagli mohi.

The non-anthropomorphic* and’ the

anthropomorphic’ entities of the Eternal Entity are one
and the  same’.  Manifesting® in  the
natural phenomena’ Fascinates™ the entire’ universe.
AGGS. M 5, p 287. ( Translation by author)

Guru Nanak's understanding the ever-presence of a
universal Entity has confirmed the truth when he
wrote.

' IR IAE A & A IgeT fafst IuTEr ||

Hai bhi hosi ja-e na jasi rachna jin racha-r.

The Ever-present’ Eternal Entity” that created’ the
universe’ IS’ and shall

not’ depart’

AGGS. M 1, p 9. ( 7rans/ation by author)

Guru Arjun further supplements the existence of
Eternal Entity by writing.

I WUSUT? IfF? IS¥ I S Iesad’ ||

o, promising7 remotest Eternal l.-'ntfty’; Yoi’ are ever-
presenf and shalf be.
AGGS. M 5, p 26.

All the referred quotations earlier by the Sikh Gurus
affirm the existence of an Eternal Entity that is ever-
present for our supplication and consolation. Gurbani
does not believe in any anthropomorphic
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representation of the Eternal Entity because Gurbani
considers the Eternal Entity is not physically born but

conceived as a Concept represented by the icon 16~

through _the _attributes _mentioned __in ___the

definition written by Guru Nanak:
167! A3 I93° gy f5a38® fogeg® warg’ Ha

FFEwgal® A g8t ugr e ||

lkeoankar sat nam karta purakh nirbha-o nirvair akal
mdrat ajdni saibhan gur parsad.
ONE Universal Eternal Entity’, Truth’ is thy Name,
Creator’ Being’, Fearless’, Sans enmity’, Timeless’,
Reflection®, Unborn’, Self-Extent™,
Realization Blessed™ by Guru™.

AGGS. M1, P. (Translation by author)

In Sanatan Dharma ‘Aum-Om’ is believed to be of
primal sound origin followed by the Creation. The

Symbol ‘(3‘7’) Aum @ appeared for the first time in

the ‘Samaveda’ as claimed by some Hindu scholars to
be the primal sound of the Creation, recognized by
the Creator. If that is so, what was the need to
enumerate 33 million different manifestations of
gods, demigods, and goddesses? The

symbol ‘(3%)” represents the sound, not the source of

the sound; rather, it reflects a sound in natural
phenomena, but not the One originating the
phenomena. It does not have any cognitive reliability
other than enforced inquiry of environmental
exploration. It served a different purpose in the
context it was developed.

Guru Nanak was aware of the existing symbol “OM’
and its extension as ‘OMKAR’ promulgated in the
Upanishads and the Vedanta. When Guru Nanak was
traveling in Southern India, he encountered a
preaching Brahman in Omkareshwar Jyotirlinga
teaching his disciples misinformation about ‘OM’ and
“OMKAR.” In AGGS the Bani is called Dakhni-Omkar.
Prof Chahal®. has written a critical analysis of the
‘oM’ and "Omkar’ in his article
“Omkar (‘EAMkwru’) The Misunderstood Word
ANNOTATION BY GURU NANAK, printed in the
Journal of Understanding Sikhism.”

The first few stanzas of “Dakhni-Omkar” are the
teachings to his students by the Pundit, followed by
53 stanzas of explaining the Truth by Guru Nanak.

The Brahman was preaching.
Emiarfa gaH™ @3uf3? ||
O-ankar barahma utpat.
Oankar® created’ the Brahma’ ’Universe},
Eniarfa® dmir fafs® faf3” |l
Or-ankar ki-a jin chit.
Brahma Kept’ Oankar’ in His® consciousness’.
Eniarfg A%® gar g8v° ||
Orankar sail jug bha-e
From Oankar’, the mountainsg, and the Yugasg were
created™.

Eniarfag Se fogHe® |
Oankar bed nirma-e.

Oankar created™ the Vedas™.
Enlafg A=fe® ua™ ||
O-ankar sabad udhre
Ongkar saved the
(emancipated all.)
Eniarfa Jaufa™ 33 ||
Orankar gurmukh tare.
Through Ounkar the God-men® are saved™

EaH wug? gEg” sied”’ |

Onam akhar sunhu bichar.

Hear” to the Message of primal”” Word"™ and delve® on it,
GaH™ wig? f3g=e® Arg™ Il

Onam akhar taribhavan sar. [[1]/

Primal’’ Word? indeed, is the essence® of three worlds”.

(1)

world™  through the sabd”,

Guru Nanak challenged the Pundit about his confusing
preaching and wrote.

e 3z fo?? fBug?®
&g gt a2 JraH e s ||

Sun pade kira likhahu janjala. Likh ram nam gurmukh
gopala. | |1] | raha-o.

z 29
HAST Il

Listen™, o Pandit?®, why” are
writing?® confusing”’ reflections?
Pray, write” only the Name®” of the Ram’ for the
Gurmukh™ to utter Gopala® | /1] /Pause//

AGGS. 1. P. 929-930 (Translation modified by author)

you

Prof. Chahal ® writing an article about ‘OM’ and ‘OMKAR’
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critically analyzed various authors like Gopal Singh™,

Manmohan Singh ™, Pritam Singh Chahil”, Gurbachan
Singh Talib!"”, Sant Singh Khalsa®®, Prof. Sahib Singh™),
and Giani Harbans Singh™, interpreting the -earlier
quoted verses of the Pundit with hardly any variation in
their transliteration. The trinity, Brahma, Vishnu, and
Mahesh (Shiva), worshiped as Guru Nanak, does not
recognize gods taught to his students by the Pundit. Prof.
Chahal added further, “God for Guru Nanak is ‘One and

Only’, does not come into anthropomorphic form (’Mﬂﬁ -
Ajoonee-unborn) and no specific/descriptive name can

be coined for God (as explained in the rest of 53 stanzas
of Dakhni-Omkar Bani. The Eternal Entity for Guru Nanak

is the “One-ness in 1§ with the open arc into space

representing vast Creation.”

Sant Singh Khalsa'® is quite different from all others and
(8Ha™d) is transliterated by him as ‘Ongkaar’; and

‘Onam’ is translated as ‘Lord’.

Because of their emotional attachments influenced by
the five vices (lust, anger, greed, affection, and egotism),
people believe in the ‘doubts’ created by the religious
liturgy that there is a better “after-life” in the
heavens. Nobody knows anything about heaven except
presumptuous representations by the clergy. Heaven is
supposedly a place for a beautiful vision in the presence
of God, where one is at complete peace and the ultimate
eternal bliss. In Nanakian philosophy['r’] there are hardly
any fundamentals that direct the adherents of Sikhi to
desire heaven, although some of the Sikh clergy,
influenced by Vedantic ideology, have been prompting
beliefs about heaven and hells like Hinduism. According
to Vedanta, there are 21 realms (Lokas-Purries) named
after various gods before reaching the Ultimate presence
of the Eternal Entity. Islam believes in 14 Tabaks that are
7 above in the heavens and 7 below in the
underworld. To clear the doubts about heaven and hell
in the Sikhi, Guru Arjun wrote:

N A9 39w’ St fafa® gen° s faara® ||

Hom jag tirath kize bich hacumai badhe bikar.

Making® burnt offerings’, sacrificial feasts’, and
pilgrimages® to sacred shrines in° Egotism®, but only
increases’ corruptions®.

° gaar St guer? Ife® sgfa™ sgfa we3a® Il

Narak surag du-e bhunchana ho-e bahur bahur avtar.

e

Subject to both™ heaven™ and helf is just
being” entangled” in the vicious cycle of being
born™ again™ and again™.

15 16 17 T—18
fAe ydt gIH fé<! ydt
fsggs® 3 g8 &rfg? ||
Siv puri barahm indar puri nihchal ko tha-o nahi. Siv
puri
The realms™ of Shiva”, Brahma®”, and

Indra® are®® not?? any permanent” places”.

faa? Ifa® AT gy adt?’ I A3 wea™ 7fa® ||
Bin har seva sukh nahit ho sakat avabhi jahi. | |3] |
Without” serving” the FEternal Entity”’ with
righteous® deeds there is no®” happiness” at all. The
faithless cynic® is”® in® and out’” of vicious
entanglements. (Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)
AGGS. M 5, p 214. ( Translation modified by author)

The concept of Heaven and Hell has been questioned
by Bhagat Kabir as well, and he wrote:

T A2 UIfHf3® ugHe® 7o 1| I3&° I S656°
HHS™

Jo jan parmit parman jana. Batan hi baikunth samana.
/11]/]

Theone® who' claims® but does not know’ beyond
measure and beyond thought about Eternal
Entity’, enters™ heavens’ by mere
talking’ in® discussion.

s Ae? Sdat g it | Ae' et AfsY safa®
3T 11T

Na jana baikunth kaha hi. Jan jan sabh kahéh taha hi.
111]| raha-o.

! don’t? know™ where® heavens™ are®, although
everyone® claims™ it is”° there®. (Pause®)

IS TS I US> 3% || 387 HE® W™ 7
30 33 g2 a2 I3 12|

Kahan kahavan nah patica-i hai. ¥a°o man manai ja te
hacumai ja-r hai. [ 2]/

Mind® is?° not”* satisfied” by mere® talking” about it,
Mind” is** appeased”’ only”” when™ egotism® disappe
ars>,

T BI° HiS® S & wrr® || 359 sy It 5
3 gIs™ fe=a® 1311

Jab lag man baikunth ki as. ¥ab lag ho-e nahi charan
nivas. [/3/
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so* long as® Mind® is filled with® desire® to enter
heavens®, until® then™ realization of His
presence® is” not” accomplished”.

Fg* FEig’ feg® gIm® g™ || AgHAE™
=S98 nrfa® 1Yol

Kaho Kabir ih kahiai kahi. Sadhsangat baikunthe ahij.
/14//10//

Says® Kabir"”, unto whom™ should I tell® this*
SadhSangat™, assembly  of  the holy,
is”> heaverr?. 11411101l (translation by author)

AGGS. Kabir, p. 325

Guru Arjun described the world play and the human
indulgence in it as influenced by greed and
emotional attachments, mostly believing in

‘doubt’ created by religious mentors. Guru Ji wrote.

FIH' B2 HI® Hfew™ feara® ||

Bharam lobh moh mari-a vikar.

The Doubt’ comes’ from greedz, and affections’ of
corrupted Maya’.

g’ ¥ e’ ||

Bharam chhdte te ekankar. [[3//

When® Doubt is broken’ away, then remains

Oneness’ /Aekankaar},
AGGS. M 5, p 736.

There are several Sabds in AGGS referring to the
Oneness of the Eternal Entity like:

fagt Afsga? 3 uEmlt gt
JI’ eIAfEE" ||

Ekankdar satgur te pacicai ha-o bal bal gur darsazipa.
/1811

The Aekankaar (the universal Entity)

obtained"  through® the True Guri’, |
am’ sacrificed® to the blessed vision® of Eternal
Entity’.

AGGS. M 5, p 1078.

g&° 9%

One

Fett g yASE® yAg? | AT AT fog® 8dda’ ||

Ka-i bar pasrico pasar. Sada sada ik ekankar.

Though Creation® has expanded® many'times® over,
but forever® and ever’ there is One® Aekankaar’ (The
One universal Entity).

AGGS. M 5. P 276.

“HI™ ITEfg? &° S3fa "igra® | AQ° Qufd’ gefara’ ||

Saha ganéh na karahi bichar. Sahe apar ekankar.
Ca/cu/atingz the Auspicious’ days does not® make® one
analyze’,

The Aekankaar®(The One universal Entity) is beyond’ these

auspiciou56 day calculations.
AGGS. M 1, p 904.

Union or Meeting with the Eternal Entity?

There are some accomplished people (like Gurus and
prophets who have realized the Ultimate Reality) claiming
their ‘Realization’ of the Eternal Entity. But some people
considering the physical characteristics of the Eternal Entity
have interpreted it as a self-hypnotic psychic power to
be united or meet with the Eternal Entity. It is the
‘Realization’ of attributes of the Eternal Entity and not
union or meeting with the ‘Eternal Eternity’. Thus, Gurbani
believes in the Concept of non-anthropomorphic ‘Eternal
EntityY known by transcendence of the immanent
attributes. And recommends interpreting the ‘Truth’ in
written words (Sabds-Gurbani), understanding it,
internalizing it, and finally realizing its essence.

Obvious from the preceding quotations is that Nature and
natural phenomena are responsible for the whole creation,
sustaining it and annihilating it while the Eternal Entity
being infused in it delights itself. The human’s purpose in
life is to comprehend, analyze, understand, internalize, and
realize the mystery of the Naam.

2. What is Naam in AGGS?
The Naam of Eternal

(fI93H) pretentious names is not just any specific name

Entity irrespective of various

like in Islam it is Allah remembered by 99 different names,
God-Lord in Christianity and in Hindu religion among the
multiple names common are ‘Ram, Govind, Gopal, Hare
Krishna, etc., etc. In Gurbani, Naam is remembering the
Eternal Entity by the attributes recommended by Gurus.
Guru Ram Das Ji while reflecting on the very topic of
naming the Eternal Entity reviewed for praising in
perpetuity, referred to various prevalent religious
attributes, virtues, and commands of the Eternal Entity,
and wrote the conclusive statement:

Wiy fous? foum ug® ora® Ifa® w oy’ fd® fisme
Ap kirpal kirpa parabh dhare har ape gurmukh milai
milazi-a

The God' itself being Kind® Master, blesses’ kindness';, and
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the God® causes Gurmukh® (devotee) to completely
internalize’ and realize™ the virtues of the Almighty.

st g 832 g g=Et gegat afa?’

STHS AHEW™ |

Jan Nanak bole gun bani gurbapni har nam sama-i-a.
11411511

This is the most significant statement by Guru Ram Das’
using the pen name of Guru
Nanak? naming”> ATTRIBUTES AND VIRTUES" of the God®
as “NAAM™” vested” in the Gurbani*® incorporating the
‘GUNN™ BANF’-FI= S'E]” spoken virtuous attributes of

the Eternal Entity. AGGS. M4, p. 494

Still, the Gurus raised the question of the specific
attributes and virtues for naming the Eternal Entity.
To answer that question Guru Ram Das wrote:

33 FI& d=s g IS fg Jrer 3 Afoe’
= fears™ ||

Ffere kavan kavan gun kahi kahi gava td sahib guni
nidhana.

Yo Sahit’ being the treasure’ house of countless
virtuous attributes’, which’ of all attributes’ should be

recited’ for praise?

IHI HfoH™! safs? &2 Aag™ I sga’® €gV
IS Nl

Fumri mahima baran na saka-o tan thakur dch bhagvana.
//1]/]

Your” grandeur” reflection cannot” be described”,
You” Eternal Entity’® are so higher” up

Bhagwana®. (Translation by author)
AGGS. M 4, p 735.

There is no personal identification of Eternal Entity even
though the virtuous attributes are described aplenty in
AGGS, Guru Arjun wrote:

3 =Je" fogsr 599 || Ifs® ferfa® arg’ Aaa ||
Fin varna chihna bahra. Har diseh hajar jahra.

YOU' are without’ casté’, features’, or forms. But the
Eternal Entity’ can be seen® presenting® as omnipresent’.

A Hfe

IS fimrfeR™ 33 3913 I3 IE3HT ™ 20|l
Sun sun tujhai dhicacide tere bhagat rate guntas jico.

//120//

Hearing’g of Your grandeur Your” devotees” imbued™

with virtuous attributes” recite™ Your® praise. 11201l

( Translation by author)
AGGS. M 5, p 74.

The Eternal Entity is not visible because ‘It’ is immersed
in every atom of Natural Phenomena, Guru Nanak
wrote:

ue!t we w3 ggy Garfem wic® wic Af3® Al |
Ghat ghat antar barahm luka-i-a ghat ghat jot sabar-i.
Deep within” each atom® of Creation, the Eternal Being®
is immersed® enlightening® everything’ (Translation by

author)
AGGS. M1, p.597

People have been wondering as to what Naam is most
suitable to remember for Eternal Being that can be
remembered to get emancipation, Guru Teg Bahadur Ji
wrote:

I8 o H? A A &° fAHI® U’ ue® fagsra™ 1l
Ka-un nam jag ja kai simrai pavai pad nirbana. [[/1//
What' is that Naam”the world® can® chant®? Which by
remembering Nirvana® is attained®.

g-gm Mll mu -H"'3-13 1—_[314 3-8-15 -@8—16 813-17
g37dr ||

Bhare daci-al kirpal sant jan tab ih bat bata-i.

When the saintly”® souls became' kind"' and
compassionate’?, then they told® me this’®,

-H-a-a-17 -q—a—)_{ls H%lg -B-Uzo a’Tng ma-zz u;§-23 a'Ta-rB-le
IrEr 12|l

Sarab dharam mano tih kive jih parabh kirat ga-i. [[2]/
By singing” the praises® of Eternal Entity” then?
faith™ in All"” religions™® are* understood™,

IH? aH! &g2 fafi I HIT” fory® & Gfa™
32 ||
Ram nam nar nis basur méh nimakh ek ur dharai.

22 .o o 2! 21 .
The person®" enshrining ® the Naam?* of Raam in the
2 2 2 2
heart®® even® for a”” moment®,

T B I TSP arae 30 wus™ Heu™ Aed”
i Y o
132U

Jam ko taras mitai Nanak tih apuno janam savarai.

1311211

fear’? of*! death® eradicated®, O’ Nanak, then** has
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his* life approved® and fulfilled. I131121I( 7rans/ation

by author)
AGGS. M9, p.902

The prominent aspect of Eternal Entity is being
featureless and formless, unfathomable, and
indescribable. It is beyond my understanding then
how can you unite or meet such an Entity? Having
studied AGGS several times in my life |
comprehended that it is understanding in-depth,
internalizing, and realizing through the attributes that
make sense to me. Mostly immortals claiming union
with the Eternal Entity are experiencing some sort of
self-hypnosis. However, the accomplished prophets,
sages, and saints do claim lifting their souls so close
and so complete that it is merged in being of Entity
and loosing sense of separate-ness is union with the
Entity, for example, Bhagat Kabir wrote:

! 387 7fe® g fiwAfs® 3 37 Arfdarurai® ||

Ab ta-o jace chadhe singhasan mile hai saringpani.

I have® mounted’ to the throne® of the Lord; | have’
met® the God, the sustainer® of the world.

IH° FeEgr agit g2 I It & 7 ugrat”
Hen3n

Ram kabira ek bha-e hai koce na sakai pachhani.
1161131/

The Lord Rama’® and Kabeer™ have®® become'? one™'.
No one™ can® tell'” them apart. (Trans/ation by Sant
Singh Khalsa).

AGGS. Kabir, p.969

Guru Nanak recognized he worldly display “Mayaz" as

a feminine character and called it ‘H™8l’ (Mai) that

through mystic technology® became wedded* and
produced three’ well known’ Discipless.

g HE a3 fowre? (31s° 83° ugee ||

Eka ma-i jugat via-i tin chele parvan.

Guru Nanak recognized he worldly display “Mayaz” as
a feminine character and called it ‘H8l" that through

mystic technology® became wedded® and produced
three’ well known’ Disciples®.

foz® HArdl® feg Serdt®’ feg et Eae? ||

Ik sansari ik bhandarr ik laze diban.
One® is Brahma-the Creator’, and one® (Vishnu)-to

give Sustenance', and other one® Shiva-Annihilator®.
fAe®® 3™ s 321 gu=? fae'® I gaHe? ||

Jiv tis bhavai tivai chalavai jiv hovai furman.

Guru Nanak says, “God, the way®® ‘Divinity'” willed™

runs’ the creation as the order®” through19 natural
Phenomena. (Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)

Jap Ji, AGGS. Guru Nanak. P.7

Guru Nanak’s Concept of Eternal Entity is very different
than the trinity worshipped and accepted in the Vedas and
the Holy Scriptures of Semitic religions. According to Guru

Nanak Eternal Eternity is not anthropomorphic (Nﬂ?ﬁ)

unborn and does not have any physical features, is
unfathomable, and infinite although infused in the whole
Creation. There are some accomplished people (the
prophets have realized the Ultimate Reality) claiming their
‘Realization’ of the Eternal Entity. But some having self-
hypnotic psychic power consider man-made physical
characteristics of Eternal Entity and have interpreted it as
being united or meeting with the Entity. Whereas the true
seekers recognize the ‘Realization’ of attributes of the
Eternal Entity and not union or meeting with the ‘Eternal
Entity’. Thus, the Gurbani believes in the Concept of non-
anthropomorphic’ ‘Eternal Entity’ known by transcendence
of the attributes that are immanent as well. And
recommends interpreting the ‘Truth’ in the written words
(Sabds-Gurbani), understanding it, internalizing, and finally
realizing its existence.

3. Is the Eternal Entity Universal for everybody?

Guru Nanak initiated the iconic symbol ‘1€ (1kOnkar),
represented with alpha numeric ‘1-1’, with adjoining open
‘oorah E’ reflecting universality of the Oneness in the
Eternal Entity. Nikky-Guninder Singh™ illustrates that
three modes of knowledge have been used to signify the
Divine symbol — numerical, alphabetical, and geometrical.
Significantly, the prime number ‘1’ is recognized by
individuals of all languages, cultures, and religions. The
numeric ‘1’ is in the Gurmukhi script, which is the sign for
One (being) “followed by the sound of “oun or ong” and
completed by the sign for Kar (Is), a geometrical arc

reaching away into space. This doctrine of Oneness in the
whole universe is frequently expressed by Guru Nanak and

his successor Gurus as 1§ throughout the SGGS: the
Gurbani says.

o g B IfF* e |

Eko ek ek har ap.
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The One' Lord* Himself’ is the One” and Only®. (SGGS,
M.5, P. 289)

Y IEE AT ||
Eko hai bha-i eko hai. |1/ ] raha-o.

He is’ the One®and Only; O Siblings® of Destiny, He is’ the
one’ alone. (AGGS, M.1, P. 350)

23 I sreart a2 I g ||
Eko kahi-ai nanka daja kahe ka. [/2//

Speak10 of the One® Lord, O Nanakn; how™ could® there
be any other'?? (AGGS, M. 1, P. 1291)”

Some adamant self-gaining religious mentors of various
religions wishing to keep hold on the gullible adherents
keep on promulgating their belief in the personal pagan
pantheon Gods. When asked sometimes they say yeah,
their God is the only One and that is anthropomorphic in
one form or the other. But He is sitting somewhere higher
up although micromanaging daily life affairs every second
for the living on earth. Their God is judgmental,
miraculous, gets angry and punishes for the wrongs done
in life and after life. At times, zealots, fanatics, and
extremist followers of individual religions claiming their
God as the only One have caused lot of blood shed
because of misinterpretation of the holy scriptures.

Guru Nanak attempted to clear the confusion by claiming
there is only One God universal for everybody and
everything. Guru Nanak’s God non-anthropomorphic
transcending and immanent, is loving, non-judgmental
during life. Instead of God punishing people for any
wrong doings during life, Guru Nanak holds every human
being responsible for his /her deeds and one benefits or
suffers accordingly. The old proverb, “as you sow, so shall
you reap” seems to be appropriate for human conduct.
The acceptance of One Universal God in the Gurbani is
Unique phenomena as it eliminates lot of confusion. To
help us understand the presence of God among the
creation and avoiding any egotism, Guru nanak wrote.

2 2 S A IGA° I’ fenmd® ||
Eko ek kahai sabh ko-i ha-umai garab vi-apai.
Everyone says God is the One and only, but they

engrossed by egotism and pride (because of
misinterpretation of the Holy Scripts).

W33’ grafd® eg" uge™ 8" wg Hag™ fire™® ||

Antar bahar ek pachhanai i-o ghar mahal sinapai.
However, if they realize Oneness of the God inside the
mind and out in the natural phenomena, that way
Divinity’s presence can be realized.

93-23

LI?” ?)?—18 aﬁlQ E—%-ZO ?;21
24 25

frmfe™ merdr™ ||

Parabh nerai har diar na janhu eko sarisat saba-i.

Never? think? that God" is distantzo, God is very near
while the One permeating the entire universe.

A WEg? S T ST BT AHER ||yl
Ekankar avar nahi daja Nanak ek sama-i. [/5//

Nanak® says, there is only One®! Universal Creator®®
second” to nonezs, permeating"'2 in the creation.
( Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)

M1, AGGS. P.930

Aeg?

Kabir Ji realized that there is only One Universal God
and he found that people believing in multiple gods
and goddesses were upset, so he wrote.

79 IH 8 g Sfg Afemril

Jab ham eko ek kar jani-a.
When | have realized One Universal God,

39 31T I TY HfSw [141]

fab logah kahe dukh mani-a. [[1]/

Why should it pain the religious people?

Kabir, AGGS. P.324

Bhagat Kabir was supposedly low caste weaver by
profession (believing in ONENESS of the eternal
Divinity) among the wild community of Brahmans. So,
the Brahmans could not tolerate his narratives while
believing in multi- million pantheon pagan gods and
goddesses. They did not allow him even to enter the
Hindu god temples.

The Snatan Dharma being dominant, the Brahmans
were/are promulgating various rites and rituals to
impress upon gullible people about demi-gods and
goddesses for their personal gains.

To promulgate universality and Oneness of the Eternal
Entity Guru Arjan Dev Ji wrote:

JoH" gaer? UHF® 1* Emfa® i3 my’ JAarsr 82° |l

Karam dharam pakhand jo diséh tin jam jagati latai.
The religious rites’, rituals’ and hierocracies® that* are
visible’, get plundered® by the messenger of death’, the
ultimate tax collector®.

AGG. M5, p. 747 (Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)
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fogael dig3a! Ireg?? a93" g™ fory™ fiHg3™
IGERA-Rl RV

Nirban kirtan gavhu karte ka nimakh simrat jit
chhatai. [[1]/

Chanting®® Nirvan'® keertan'! of'* the Creator®® even
for moment™ and get emancipated™.

AGGS. M5, p.747 (Translation by Sant Sin Khalsa)

And then promulgating universality of Eternal Divine
Guru added:

19 20 21 22 3 4 25 6
HHY FoHe® geren? Quer? g™ <96 a8
HE |
Khatri barahman sdd vais updes chahu varna ka-o

sajha.

The religious teachings23 are equaIIy27 given26 to all
four castes®, the Chhatriya’, Brahmins®, Sudras®,
and Vaishyaszz.

JIHE?E o2 TP @It 7% 32 Hig?* wie® wie
SO HS 1Y 131U |

Gurmukh nam japai udhrai so kal méh ghat ghat
Nanak majha. | |4]13]|150] |

The Gurmukh® rememberingthe Naam? chants®
and® gets saved®' in** this Kali Yuga33, O’ Nanak®,
Eternal Divine is permeating®’ everywhere®.

AGGS. M5, p. 747-8 (Trans/ation by Sant Singh Khalsa)

4.. What role Eternal Entity plays in the Creation?

The AGGS, containing narratives and writings of 6
Sikh Gurus, Sages, and saints belonging to the Hindu
and Muslim religions, is the most unique catholic
Script compared to others. It is misunderstood that it
belongs to the Sikhs only. Rather, it is for everybody
who can revere it and respect it as the most authentic
modern religious Script. It is universal, reflecting
truthful messages to the whole of humanity. There
are no messages recommending enmity or hate
against fellow beings. Guru Nanak recommends
truthful living, earnest earning, remembering the
Eternal Entity, and sharing with the needy.
Interestingly, Amsterdam Declaration 2002 of
Humanism® is identical to the principles of Nanakian
philosophy.

To comprehend the role of Eternal Entity in the
Creation one must compare the results of
preconceived opinions of the Eternal Entity by

historical interpreters based on Theology against the
scientific approach appreciated and adapted by Guru
Nanak himself. He applied all available evidence at the
time including non-religious/religious literatures and praxis
in search of the Eternal Truth and realized that ultimate
explanation of reality lies in accepting the freedom of
natural phenomena and living by abiding it. His narrative of
countless universe gives evidence of universal natural
phenomena when he wrote.

9t 3% yesr sfon yes® 3° A%’ If ||

Sache te pavna bhari-a pavnai te jal ho-e.

Fron?’ the Eternal Enﬁty’ camé’ the Air (Gaseous matterf
and from’® the Air’ developed® water’,

1—_|B-9 glo -@‘ga-gll -H-l-m-m-rlz ul-r—crl3 -u_r% #@14 Hﬂ-@-ls ”

Jal te taribhavan saji-a ghat ghat jot samo-e.

From' the water’ evolved™ life in the three' worlds
(underworld, land, and sky) and got Light (itself)'* infused™
in everythingls.

M1, AGGS. P.19 (Translation by author)

Guru Nanak affirmed compliance with logic and scientific
search to comprehend the nature and natural phenomena.
He realized the ‘ultimate truth’ and asserted the ordained
impact of the Creator ministering natural phenomena in
perpetuity occurring, sustaining, and annihilating. The
Nature and natural phenomena are the main architects of
everything in the universe, and interestingly for delight,
Eternal Entity is infused in every aspect of Nature. To
explain this phenomena Guru Nanak wrote.

gedf3t afg? 33 =fim Afe® |
Kudrat kar kai vasi-a so-e.
Created’ Naturée’ and Infused’ Itself in’ it,

eyF dod F 5 I

vakhat vichare so banda ho-e.
If one reflects upon timing® of natural phenomena,
becomes™ humané’.

Feafst Jehify st e |

Kudrat hai kimat nahi pa-e.

12 11 . 1
The value™ of Natural™ Creative power cannot® be
1
evaluated 4,

A 3™ urfe 3 gt &1 A |
Ja kimat pare ta kahi na jare.
Even® if the values™ of Natural Phenomena were known’ 7,

it could not” be described”.
M1, AGGS. P, 967
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The mystery of creative power of the Eternal Entity
cannot be evaluated and even if one realizes it, cannot
explain.

Guru Nanak emphasized the significance of Nature and
natural phenomena in creating everything in the
universe. He contributed the human functions and
everything else to the natural phenomena when he
wrote.

gedf3' for? geaf3! memi® geaf3' s a® 7wl i
Kudrat disai kudrat suni-ai kudrat bha-o sukh sar.

By the natural’ phenomena we seez, we hearg, we
revere’®, and enjoy’ with happiness’.

Jedf3 U3 wWiarH® gedf3 Ag"’ waa™ ||

Kudrat patali akasi kudrat sarab akar.
By the natural’ phenomena exist the Akashik® ethers and
neither’ world, and the creation® of entire’ universe™.

gedf3 et yore? g3 gedfs Agg Sugd® ||

Kudrat ved puran kateba kudrat sarab vichar.

Because deliberations of the natural’ phenomena, the
Vedas™, Puraanas™ exist as well as the Holy Scriptures™
of Jewish, Christianity, and Islam.

Fedf3 yert e deae™® gedf3 AIg™ fima™ ||

Kudrat khana pina painhan kudrat sarab pi-ar.
It is the natural’ phenomena that we eat®, drink’” and
dress™, and love”everything”.

Jedf3 A3 faeA? Jat? geafs i 7aa> ||

Kudrat jati jinsi rangi kudrat ji-a jahan.

By the natural’ phenomena come various species” of all
colors”® and l{indszz; it’s the natural’ phenomena that all
the living” beings make up the world”.

Jedf3 et gedfs sEmi™’ gedfs Ha? WfgHa™ ||

Kudrat neki-a kudrat badi-a kudrat man abhiman.

By natural’ phenomena the virtues”, and vices” exist
and by NP (natural phenomena) comes honor” and
dishonor”.

eIz UG urel! i3 aeaf3 uast2 ya ||

Kudrat pa-un pani baisantar kudrat dharti khak.
By natural phenomena winds”, water’ and fire* exists
and the NP creates’ the earth’™ and dirt™.

A3 3T geafs 3 arfeg” I3~ uat® &= ygh
Il
Sabh teri kudrat tan kadir karta paki na-i pak.

Everything’“ in naturafl’ phenomena is due to Eternal”’
Entity the powerful creator’®, Your name® is the holiest”®

of the Holy™

& gan® nigfg* 28% =g3* 33 379* |12l
Nanak hukmai andar vekhai vartai tako tak. [[2//
Nanak “ (pen name) observes™ “through® the
command®” of Your Will O’ Eternal Entity beholding™

and pervading the creation” as unrivalled”. (2)
AGGS, M1 P. 464 (Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)

Obvious from the preceding quotations is that the
Nature and natural phenomena are responsible for the
whole creation, sustaining it and annihilating while the
Eternal Entity being infused in it, delights itself. 7he
human’s purpose of life is to comprehend, analyze,
understand, internalize, and realize the mystery of it all
through Gurbani-

5. Universality and Oneness of Eternal Divine.

According to the Gurbani (AGGS) there is only One God
for everybody and everything although some adamant
self-gaining religious mentors wishing to keep hold on
the gullible followers of various religions keep on
promulgating their belief in the personal pantheon
pagan Gods. They believe it as convenience to pray and
praise their personal god and goddess in Idols, for the
blessings and occasionally peace of mind. When asked
sometimes they say yeah, their god is the only One and
that is anthropomorphic in one form or the other. But
He is sitting somewhere higher up although, for the
living micromanaging daily life affairs every second.
Their God is judgmental, gets angry and punishes for
the wrongs done here and here-after.

Guru Nanak’s God is universal, transcending-(f&3d1€),
and immanent-(HJdJIT), loving, non-judgmental during

life. And helps devotees to realize the truthful living,
shedding their ego, fear of death, and becoming
emancipated (JEEVAN MUKAT) during their life. Guru
Nanak holds every human being responsible for his /
her deeds and one benefits or suffers accordingly. The
God does not punish anybody during life. And he
wrote.

A SR R B A gt R e |

Jaisa bijai so lune jo khate so kha-e.

As’ one sows’, so’ does one reap’; whatever one
earns’, so’ does one eat’.

nEl® yg1° &M Jed2 A me Stret® arfee ||

Agai puchh na hova-i je san nisanai ja-e. [[2//
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No body™ questions™ in the world hereafter’ if> one
goes™ remembering™ the Eternal Entity”.
AGGS. M1, P. 730

6. How does the attributes of Eternal Entity explain
existence and ministering in Natural Phenomena?

Guru Nanak, while appreciating Nature and natural
Phenomena in awe (FEd/7 Je& JJ7 S5'd Kudrat

kavan kaha vichar) and indescribable that is beyond

wonder permeating and pervading in every aspect of
creation and recognizable only by the true seeker is,

always perfect (J HE” ASHIF [6J'd - Fi sada
salamat nirankar AGGS.M1, p. 4) without any form

and feature, wrote.

HF & T F7¢ wF F T
Mere /3l jico tera ant na jana.

o myl Dear Beloved® Lord’, Your® limits’ are nof
known’.

A%t gf%° Hdhms? sfoya™ de™? w? Fog™
HHE™ 1111 ITE%° |

Fun jal thal mahical bharipur linad tinh ape sarab
samana. [[1]/ raha-o.

The water®, land®’, and the space10 are fulfilled™
with®® Your infusion™ in All**. (Pause®®)

AGGS. M1, P. 731 (Translation by Sant Singh Khalsa)
A7 AT ey’ I A FHT FT7
FY T5T

Jah jah dekha tah jot tumari tera rip kineha
Wherever” one looks™ there® finds Your” lightz”,
but what** is Your”® Forn™?

BaF F° eI yIssT JEF & Rt
Ir? 7T 21

lkat rdp firéh parchhanna ko-e na kis hi jeha. [/2//]
Your One” form’ is present’® everywhere’” but still

no® one” is* like* the other™ JI21//

Mostly everybody regardless of their mode of belief
is supplicating to the Supreme authority for the peace
and consolation of their mind. Guru Nanak praised
the devotees remembering the Eternal Entity by the
virtuous attributes for the blessings and boons. And
he wrote.

1 Wi 7S G ST Hied &7 3F I/

Sikh mat sabh budh tumhari mandir chhava tere.

Teachings’, intelligence’, and intellect’ are AIF Yours® along
with Your® shadow’ in the sanctuary’.

33% 33% I3l
Fujh bin avar na jana mere sahiba gun gava nit tere. [[3//

Without™ You’, none® other™ | know", 0’ my** God and
master™, | continue singing”’ Your™ glorious attributes™

daily”’.
Hinf’ 757 HIg? AIIE? 31T RIS 1957 357 UH? I

Jica jant sabh saran tumhari sarab chint tudh pdse.

Alf? beings” and creatures”™ seek Your”® protection” of
Your Sanctuary; All° thought?® of their care rests’® with

Yo.

7 3T T

are wige®’ 1Y

Jo tudh bhavai so-i changa ik Nanak ki ardase. [[4//2]/
Whatever” pleases™ Your” Will is* good”: this alone® is*
Nanak’s™ prayer”. Il4/12//

AGGS.M1, p. 795

qE? I B Fed

Guru Nanak dedicating All intellectual abilities to the
Eternal Entity praises glorious attributes while admitting
there is not any second. Thus, the role of glorious
attributes is more significant in appreciating the Eternal
Entity rather than parroting any term.

Some of the major virtuous attributes kept in mind while
praising the Eternal Entity are:

Unfathomable, Inaccessible, knows all, indescribable,
Belongs to ALL, Non-judgmental, Omnipotent, Omniscient,
Omnipresent, Benevolent and Compassionate.

CONCLUSION

The Supreme reality being invisible, infinite, unfathomable,
without any form or figure, unborn but mysteriously
omnipresent and omniscient, is realized as a concept
through nature and natural phenomena. Since time
immemorial, humanity has been searching for some sort of
solace from the aggravations and frustrations of life
indulgences. To keep one’s feelings and emotions personal
and secret yet be able to express and share with some
superior authority, humanity confides in a personal,
powerful entity of the choice — the Eternal Entity. People
longing to meditate, revere, worship, and supplicate their
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wishes and wants need a personal god of their choice
attributes. Humanity, under prevailing environments of
advanced technology, increased violence, and wars
increasing stress and strains, affecting every aspect of
life, is also looking for shortcuts through virtuous
attributes of the Eternal Divine. Every religion is
experiencing a change in meditative practices, adapting
shortcuts in prayers and using single syllables for the
name of their God. However, in Nanakian philosophy,
there is no specific name, but the term ‘NAAM’ has been
applied to the virtuous attributes of the Eternal Entity.
The Sikhs believe in the Concept of the Eternal Entity, not
in any anthropomorphic form.
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